
Is divine law the best 

foundation for a secular, 

multi-cultural democracy? 
 

A seminar with David Novak 
 

Religious traditions with their notions of a cosmic lawgiver, natural law, and 

human rights, as opposed to the arbitrariness of human positive law, may 

provide the most coherent foundation for democracy in today's world. 

 

David Novak holds the J. Richard and Dorothy Shiff Chair of Jewish Studies as 

Professor of the Study of Religion and Professor of Philosophy at the University 

of Toronto.   He is the author of thirteen books, the last two being In Defense of 

Religious Liberty (ISI Books, 2009) and The Jewish Social Contract: An Essay in 

Political Theology (Princeton University Press, 2005).  

 

Monday, March 16, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.  

Boardroom, St. Jerome’s University, University of Waterloo  

 

All welcome.  Coin entry parking $3.50.  

For more information, David Seljak, 519.884.8111, ext. 28232 or dseljak@uwaterloo.ca 

 

 

Sponsored by the University of Waterloo  

Department of Religious Studies. 
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